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decrees of Constance, summoned and finally
deposed the Pope, though undoubtedly legi-
timate, usurped his government in Avignon*
laid taxes on the Church at large, and may
be called in ecclesiastical annals the Long
Parliament, for it went on during eighteen
years, till 1449. Recognized for a while
by the secular powers, alternately approved
and condemned by Eugenius, it made the
" compacts " which brought peace to Bohemia,
where Ziska and his Taborites waged a
sanguinary contest.

Sigismund, like the Pope, was now with
the Council and now against it. But when
Amadeus of Savoy had been elected on these
new and revolutionary principles at Basle
as Felix V., he proved to be the last of the
Antipopes. Eugenius, headstrong but honest,
was driven from Rome in 1434, and took
refuge in Florence. By degrees the old
Catholic idea to which, under extreme
difficulties, he remained faithful, won back
from the tumults and ineptitudes of Basle
moderate men like Cesarini, Cusa, and JSneas
Sylvius. The Pope at Ferrara and Florence
received from the Greek Emperor, now
ssperately seeking help against the Turks,
i enforced homage. For one moment the